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now, when he says that T offend by speaking carelessly about
them, and by introducing reforms, I have become your pupil
And Ishould say, “Meletus, if you acknowledge Euthyphro to be
wise in these matters and to hold the correct belief, then think
the same of me and do not put me op trial; but if you do nof,
then bring a suit, not against me, but against my master, for
corrupting his elders—mnamely, myself whom he corrupts by his
teaching, and his own father whom he corrupts by admeonishing
and punishing him.” And if I did not succeed in persuading him
to release me from the suit or to indict you in my place, then I
could repeat my challenge in court.

Euth. Yes, by Zeus! Socrates, I think I should find out his
weak points if he were to try to indict me. I should have a good
deal to say about him in court long before I spoke about myself.

Socr, Yes, my dear friend, and knowing this I am anxious
to become your pupil. I see that Meletus here, and others too,
seem not to notice you at all, but he sees through me without
difficulty and at once prosecutes me for impiety, Now, there-
fore, please explain to me what you were so confident just now
that you knew. Tell me what are righteousness and sacrilege
with respect to murder and everything else. 1 suppose that piety

_is the same in all actions, and that impiety is always the. oppo-
site of piety, and retains its identity, and that, as impiety, it
always has the same character, which will be found in whatever
is impious,

Euth, Certainly, Socrates, 1 suppose so.

Socr. Tell me, then, what is piety and what is impiety?

Euth, Well, then, I say that piety means prosecuting the un-
just individual who has committed murder or sacrilege, or any
other such crime, as I am doing now, whether he is your father
or your mother or whoever he is; and T say that impiety means
not prosecuting him. And observe, Socrates, I will give you a
clear proof, which 1 have already given to others, that it 18 so,
and that doing right means not letting off unpunished the sac-
rilegious man, whosoever he may be. Men hold Zeus to be the
best and the most just of the gods; and they admit that Zeus
bound his own father, Cronos, for wrongtully devouring his
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children; and that Cronos, in his turn, castrated his father for
similar veasons. And yet these same men are incensed with me
because I proceed against my father for doing wrong. So, you

_ see, they say one thing in the case of the gods and guite an.

~other in mine,

Soacr. Is not that why I am being prosecuted, Euthyphro?
1 mean, hecause I find it hard to accept such stories people tell
about the gods? I expect that I shall be found at fault because
I doubt those stories, Now if you who understand all these
matters so well agree in holding all those tales true, then I
suppose that I must yield to your authority. What could I say
when I admit myself that I know nothing about them? But tell
me, in the name of {riendship, do you really believe that these
things have actually happened?

Euth. ¥Yes, and more amazing things, too, Socrates, which
the multitude do not know of. .

Socr. Then you reaily believe that there is war among the
gods, and bitter hatreds, and battles, such as the poets tell of,
and which the great painters have depicted in our temples,
notably in the pictures which cover the robe that is carried up
to the Acropolis at the great Papathenaic festival? Are we to
say that these things are true, Euthyphro?

Euth. Yes, Socrates, and mare hesides. As T was saying, I
will report to you many other stories about divine matters, if
you like, which I am sure will astonish you when you hear
them.

Socr. I dare say. You shall report them to me at your
leisure another time. At present please try to give 2 more def-
inite answer to the question which I asked you just now. What
I asked you, my friend, was, What is_piety? and you have
not explained it to me to my satisfaction, You only tell me

that what you are domg now, namely, prosecutmg your father

Euth. Well that is true Socrates.

Socr. Very likely. But many other actions are pious, are
they not, Euthyphro?

Euth, Certainly,
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" Socr. Remember, then, I did not ask vou to tell me one or
two of all the many pious actions that there are; I want to know.
what ; 1s characteristic of piety which makes all pious actions pious.
You said, I_thmk that there is one characteristic which makes
all pious actions pious, and another characteristic which makes all
impious actions impious. Da you not remember?

Euth. 1 do.

Socr. Well, then, explain to me what is this characteristic,
that I may have it to turn to, and to use as a standard whereby
to judge your actions and those of other men, and be able to say
that whatever action resembles it is pious, and whatever does
not, is not pious.

Euth. Yes, T will tell you that if you wish, Socrates.

Socr. Certainly T da.

-Euth. Well, then, what is pleasing to the gods is pious, and
what is not pleasing to them is impious.

Socr. Fine, Euthyphro. Now you have given me the answer

that I wanted. Whether what you say is true, T do not know
yet. But, of course, you will go on to prove that it is true.

“Euth, Certainly,

Socr. Come, then, let us examine our statement. The things
and the men that are pleasing to the gods are pious, and the
things and the men that are displeasing to the gods are impious,
But piety and impiety are not the same; they are as opposite as
possible—was not that what we sa1d ?

Euth. Certainly.

Socr. And it seems the appropriate statement?

Euth. Yes, Socrates, certainly,

Socr, Have we not also said, Euthyphro, that there are quar-
rels and disagreements and hatreds among the gods?

Euth. We have.

Socr. But what kind of disagreement, my friend, causes
hatred and anger? Let us look at the matter thus, If you and
I were to disagree as to whether one number were more than

“another, would that make us angry and enemies? Should we not

settle such a displite at once by counting?
Euth. Of course,



