
[11-02-01-T11]

Consider the following “proofs”.

1

= H-1L H-1L

= H-1L H-1L

= -1 -1

= Â ÿ Â

= Â2

= -1

\ 1 = -1

What went wrong?

4 = H-2L H-2L

4 = H-2L H-2L

4 = -2 -2

4 = Â 2 ÿ Â 2

4 = Â2 2 ÿ 2

4 = 2 Â2

2 = -2

\ 2 = -2

What went wrong?

A copy of the laws for manipulating square roots is attached to this.
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